 So many countries – so many schools

Schooling plays a vital role in the life of any person. Nowadays we are lucky to have such a wonderful opportunity to exchange information about different school systems and even to go to foreign countries to try and study their provided that we know the language of the country we are going to. Therefore, we consider it essential that our pupils could learn more about school systems in other countries and by comparing them may decide for themselves where schooling is more interesting or challenging. As some of our pupils study in Japanese schools we decided to give a glimpse of Japanese school life along with Russian, English and American cases. Students of senior classes organized and carried out a survey based on those case studies.

   Hereby, we present our case studies and survey results.

RUSSIAN SCHOOLS
Работу выполнила     

    
ученица 9-ого класса      

Русак Анна             

Education in Russia is compulsory and free for every child from the age of 6.5.
1+2) 1st stage: primary school for 4 years (1-4 forms)
 At the age of 6.5-7 every boy and girl in Russia goes to the school.

2nd stage: senior school for 5 years (5-9 forms)
 3rd stage: senior high school for 2 years (10-11 forms)
 From the age of 16-17 to 17-18 years old .

  3)There are lot of kinds of Russian schools.  The main are:


•
Educational Institution


•
Boarding school


•
Educational Institution for orphans and children, who left without parents care


•
Special (correctional) educational institution for students with developmental disabilities.


•
Upper secondary education (lyceum)

 Lyceum- secondary schools with in-depth study of specific disciplines profile. Education in  lyceum is from 1 to 11 forms too.           


•
Gymnasium

Gymnasium is state educational institutions of medium type, where children with increased motivation for teaching. Required in the exam (EGE) are Russian, mathematics, literature, the first foreign language + 2 elective subjects. 


1)
There are 2 major exams in Russian schools: GIA and EGE.

  At the end of primary school (9 grade) students take the State Final Examination, GIA, in mathematics, Russian and 2 elective subjects. GIA serves to control knowledge acquired by students for 9 years .

  Upon completion of studying 11 forms student take the Unified State Exam, EGE, in mathematics, Russian and elective subject at pleasure .There are possible subjects such as foreign languages, physics, chemistry, biology geography, literature, history and social studies. EGE is only form of GCSE and the main form of entrance universities. 

1)
List of subjects in schools:


•
Mathematics (1-6, 10-11 forms)


•
Algebra (7-11 forms)


•
Geometry (7-11 forms)


•
Informatics (3-11)


•
Natural study (5 form)


•
«The World around us» (1-4)


•
Geography (6-10)


•
Biology (6-11)


•
Physics (7-11)


•
Chemistry (8-11)


•
Social Studies (6-11)


•
Calligraphy (1st form)


•
Russian Language (1-11)


•
Reading (1-4)


•
Foreign language (1-11)


•
Drafting (7-11)


•
Craft lesson (1-4)


•
Technology lesson (5-11)


•
PE (1-11)


•
Music (1-7)


•
Drawing/Painting (1-7)


•
Literature (5-11)

 And there are some subjects that not in all schools. For example:




•
Rhetoric

•
World Art Culture


•
Civics


•
Ecology


•
Natural history


•
Astronomy

Holidays
The longest holidays are in summer: June – August. The beginning of the school year is on1st of September. In winter there is one week – Christmas holidays. 

Marks

In the Russian system the mostly common are still 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 (the last three are commonly used). Nevertheless some schools try to use the percentage as in British system.

Uniform
Almost every school in Russia has its uniform.
Rules
According to the schools regulations the mobile phones are not allowed to be used in the building of the school. Parents can enter the building of the school only according to the prior appointment.

Facilities

Each school has a gym and a sports ground, a canteen, elementary and high schools have separate buildings.
British school
Работу выполнил     
ученик 7-ого класса      

Толстов Дмитрий             

Education in Great Britain is compulsory and free for all children between the ages of 5 and 16. Compulsory education begins at the age of 5 when children go to primary school. Primary education lasts for 6 years. It is divided into two periods: infant schools (pupils from 5 to 7 years old) and junior schools (pupils from 7 to 11 years old). In infant schools children don't have real classes. They mostly play and learn through playing. It is the time when children just get acquainted with the classroom, the blackboard, desks and the teacher. But when pupils are 7, real studying begins. They don't already play so much as they did it in infant school. Now they have real classes, when they sit at desks, read, write and answer the teacher's questions. Compulsory secondary education begins when children are 11 or 12 and lasts for 5 years. Secondary school is traditionally divided into 5 forms: a form to each year. At the age of 7, 11 and 14 pupils take examinations in the core subjects.

There are 3 types of state secondary schools in Great Britain. They are:

1) Comprehensive schools, which take pupils of all abilities without exams. In such schools pupils are often put into certain sets or groups, which are formed according to their abilities for technical or humanitarian subjects. Almost all senior pupils (around 90 per cent) go there;

2) Grammar schools, which give secondary education of a very high standard. Entrance is based on the test of ability, usually at 11. Grammar schools are single sexed schools;

3) Modern schools, which don't prepare pupils for universities. Education in such schools gives good prospects for practical jobs.

After five years of secondary education, at the age of 16, pupils take the General Certificate of Secondary Education examination or O-level. Most pupils  take exam in about 7 or 8 different subjects. Children may leave school at the age of 16 or go into the sixth form. The sixth forms offer a wide range of courses. If the student makes up his mind to gain entry to university, he takes the second main examination. It is quite a difficult exam so people don’t usually take it in more than 3 subjects. 

The school year starts on the first Tuesday in September. It deviated in to terms. 

British students have Christmas holidays, Easter holidays and summer holidays. Schools also have special half-term holidays in the middle of each term. These holidays last 2-3 days before or after a weekend. 

Each school day starts at 9 and ends at about 4. The lessons last 40-45 minutes with 10-20 minutes breaks.

The National Curriculum was introduced into England, Wales and Northern Ireland as a nationwide curriculum for primary and secondary state schools following the Education Reform Act 1988.But it does not apply to independent schools, which may set their own curricula, but it ensures that state schools of all Local Education Authorities have a common curriculum. 

 Children study English, Mathematics, Science, History, Art, Geography, Music, a foreign language and have lessons of  Physical training. Religious education is also provided. English, Mathematics and Science are called "core" subjects. 

The school day starts with the assembly. All schools organize a short daily meeting for the whole schools to give important information and give some form or religious worship. Schools have about 7 lessons per day.

The first foreign language they learn at school is French. Sometimes they also learn a second foreign language: German, Spanish, Russian.

Schools in England and America use their own marks: letters or percentage:    A – 90-100 -excellent ,B – 80-89 – good, C – 70-79 – satisfactory, D – 60-69- bad, E – 0-59- poor.












The pupils who violate school rules may be punished in the different ways: the may be reported to the Headmaster, named in school assembly, may be detained in school after classes.








In most English schools forms start only at the secondary school, at the age of eleven. Today, the Government believes that school uniforms play a valuable role in contributing to the ethos of schools and it strongly encourages schools to have a uniform. 



School uniforms are required to be fair for both genders, be available at a reasonably low cost and tolerate religious freedoms. The favorite colors are blue, grey, black and green.

Most of pupils’ time is spent in a classroom with desks and a blackboard. In addition to classrooms there are laboratories, technical rooms, computer classes, gymnasium, languages classes and house craft rooms. There is a playground near the school building. Every school has a library and a school canteen.











Pupils have lunches at about 12:30. During the lunch hour pupils have time to do many things besides eating. They can also read in the library, participate in clubs or sport, and go home.









After the lessons British pupils have a wide choice: visits to places of interests, school chores, sport clubs, music making, drama classes and others.  Some students work no more than 2 hours on a school day to earn pocket money delivering newspapers or working in shops.









 System of school education in the USA

Работу выполнили 

    ученики 6-ого класса      

Бизин Владимир и Бизин Владислав            
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American system of education hasn’t been created from scratch. It had English classical system of schooling as a pattern to follow. And Americans applied and developed this model with a pro-liberal twist.

 The federal government does not pay enough attention to the problem of standardization of school education in the USA. Each state has its own system of schools. But there are some common features in the organization of school education in the country.
    Compulsory education begins at the age of 6 in most states and continues usually until 16. However, some states require attendance from 6 to 18. Elementary and secondary schools consist of 12 grades. The usual plan for dividing schools is: 6 years of elementary school, 3 years of junior high school and 3 years of high school, but this plan may be different in different states.
    Elementary school pupils usually follow a single curriculum, the main aim of which is general education. The basic subjects are English (speaking, reading and writing) and arithmetic. Other subjects in the elementary school include Art, Music, Physical Education, Computer courses and such new subjects as drug and sex education. Some schools offer German, Spanish or French language courses.

     Children move on to high school in the seventh grade, where they continue until the twelfth grade. The secondary school curriculum is built around specific subjects rather than general skills. Most secondary schools have the same number of required basics: English, Mathematics, Science, Social Studies and Physical Education.(P.E. is considered to be a priority subject throughout all levels of school education – on average American children have 4 P.E. classes a week.)
Secondary school students have also elective subjects. A student chooses the electives which will be necessary for him for his future work or further education at university or college. The elective courses differ from school to school.

Payment

At elementary and secondary levels, students usually attend a public school close to their home. If you have a preference for a particular public school or school district, it’s usually necessary to buy or rent a property in that area. Studying in public primary, secondary and high schools is free of charge. About 90 per cent of children go to these schools. The other 10 per cent attend private schools, which are very expensive (10,000- 35,000 dollars a year) and religious schools, which are less expensive.
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Most children attend mixed schools though there are a few separate schools for older pupils. Private schools include day and boarding schools and are mostly co-educational although some are single sex. There’s also a growing trend (an increase of 15 per cent per year) for children to be educated at home and it’s estimated that some 2 to 3 million Americans (3 per cent of the school-age population) are taught by parents at home.

Exams.

There are no national exams, although some schools and states have their own exams. In order to receive the high-school diploma, students must get a minimum number of credits, which are given for the successful completion of each one- or half-year course. Some colleges and universities require the students to take the SAT (Scholastic Aptitude Test) and/or the ACT (American College testing).However, these tests can be skipped if students do not plan to apply to college or university.
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 Holidays.

The school year usually runs from early September until May or June (nine months) and is divided into ‘quarters’ or terms (semesters). Some schools use the quarter system, which comprises three sessions: fall (September to December), winter (January to March) and spring (March to May or June). Others use a semester system made up of two sessions: fall (September to December) and spring (January to May). American children have Christmas vacations, spring (Easter) vacations and summer vacations.

Lessons in public schools are held from Monday to Friday and there are no lessons on Saturdays or Sundays.

Uniform. Public schools’ students usually don't have to wear uniforms but they do have a school dress code which prohibits wearing tank tops or swimwear, sagging pants, hats, bandanas, or any other type of head gear.

Rules. The national flag is to be displayed in or out schools during the school year. National anthem is sung before important sports events or on patriotic occasions.
Facilities. In the USA elementary and high schools have separate buildings. Elementary schools tend to be small. High schools are generally larger and accommodate pupils from four or five elementary schools. 

Schools often have gymnasiums, playgrounds, sports fields, courts, tracks or other facilities that could provide opportunities for pupils to be active. Children have a locker where they can store some of their stuff so that not to carry it all around in the bag.

School day. Pupils attend school between 8.30 and 3.30. They have 6 hour periods, and a 30 minutes break for lunch. It’s common for children at elementary level to take a packed lunch to school, although many children can go home for lunch when they live close to school. Milk is usually sold at elementary schools at snack and lunch times. Most elementary and secondary schools provide a self-service cafeteria where children may buy lunch, and some children receive free lunches under local welfare programmes. 

When children arrive at school (they usually come by school bus), they go to the Tutor Room for Registration at 8:30. They listen to announcements to see what special things are happening at school today or this week. At about 8:50 they leave the Tutor Room to go to their First Period. All lessons are in different rooms and places around the school. They have different teachers for each lesson. 

Every student has a student handbook with the rights and responsibilities, it says what you can or cannot do at school, what you can or cannot bring to school. If there are students that are out of control, teacher sends them to Time Out- it is a special room. The students who do not behave well must spend the rest of the period in this room, they must take their work with them and cannot talk to other students in this room. These students also must stay after school for 1 hour. In school they have a School Officer who is a part of the city police department. He can arrest anybody who causes problems, if there is a fight at school, the School Officer stops it.

Teaching is usually quite informal. Students often work together in groups (teams) and go to the teacher only when they do need help. In most schools they can move and walk around the classroom freely during the lesson. Teachers joke and laugh a lot together with their students. For example, headmaster can write home assignment right on the palm of the girl’s hand who tends to forget doing her homework. Some teachers give a lot of homework, some do not. 

Students usually have a lot of tests at the end of the term: they write essays, make oral and written reports and so on. Lots of projects are done by a group of students forming a team.

Extracurricular activities. In American schools there are many different circles for schoolchildren, for example, a school literature society, sports society, and so on.

American youngsters are keen on sports. They attend different school sports clubs. Sport is an integral part of education in American schools and universities. Students usually learn two or more ball games, like football, rugby or basketball. 

Then at high school the best players in every school form teams. Every team has its own symbol and a supporting group which is called cheerleaders. Girls who are cheerleaders usually wear clothes in the same colours as the students of their team. The most popular sports in the United States are football, baseball, basketball and hockey.  

Besides, there are a lot of school parties. Parents help to organize them. There are “talent nights” where the schoolchildren show all their talents . Most music societies have bands or orchestras, which perform on festive occasions.

Extracurricular activity (such as playing for one of the school's sports teams) is very important in the American school system and is taken into consideration by colleges and universities.

Problems. Violence and gun shooting have become rather common among teenagers. On average there are 10 cases of guns usage a year with casualties. Authorities try to limit legal access to weapons. An increasing number of students use different drugs in and after school. Most schools have a zero tolerance for weapons, violence and drugs, meaning many schools may expel students for their first offense. 

Summing it all up, we can say that American school system is based upon team spirit, values of freedom and patriotism. It seems, however, that in many schools enjoyable studying is considered to be more important than acquiring certain essential knowledge and skills.
 Schooling in Japan
Работу выполнила 

ученица 7 класса

Судзуки Карен
There are three types of schools in Japan: state, public (built and managed by prefectures and cities) and private. Most of schools in Japan are not separated by gender but some private schools are separated.

 As a rule, children prefer public schools because they are not expensive and easy to enroll. If you want to go to state or private schools, you have to pass some exams.

 People usually study here 12 years years-6 in elementary school 3 in middle school and 3 in high school. Compulsory education is from elementary school until middle school. So if you go to public or state elementary or middle schools, you don't have to pay for education.

 Facilities in Japanese schools are very convenient. It is interesting that some subjects have their own special rooms like music room home economics room and etc. It goes without saying that computers are everywhere. In some elementary schools first graders are met by smiling robot-teachers!

 Pupils eat lunch prepared in school kitchens or lunch centers in their classrooms. And middle and high school students have their lunch in cafeterias.

 Japanese students usually go to school at 8 AM. But those who have extracurricular activities go earlier. School ends at different times. It can be finished at 1 PM or 7 PM. All in all children spend about 8 hours at school on average. After school most of them go to special private prep schools where tutors help them to prepare for exams to colleges and universities,
 School subjects are very unique. They have no grammar and literature lessons, they have “Japanese language". In elementary schools they have no science and biology. They have “Rika". They have “Shakai" instead of history and social study. In middle schools there are a lot of new unique lessons like “Dance", “Judo" “Sumo” and etc. The curriculum varies from school to school. 
School uniforms are different too. Elementary school students often don't wear uniforms. But in some private schools they have to wear it. In middle and high schools usually there is a school uniform. Blazers (dark blue) are ubiquitous. Sailor suit uniforms are not popular anymore. 

 Middle and high school students can have extracurricular activities called “Bukatsu". They join different clubs – such as sports, art, cooking, etc. Sports clubs can have competitions with other schools. But some elementary schools have extracurricular activities or clubs, just for fun.

 All students have to attend school committees, for example library committees. The members of these committees are librarians. Schoolchildren take care of books and electronic papers.

Rules.
Every day schoolchildren have to clean their classrooms and school facilities themselves. That is why Japanese schools are very clean.

Pupils are strongly recommended to go to school on foot (most of them study in the schools situated in the neighborhood). 

School year.
School starts on the first of April. There are three terms and as for holidays – there are summer holidays (about 1 month – in August), Christmas holidays (about 10 days) and spring holidays (about 2 weeks). During summer holidays some of the pupils go to school in case they are members of some clubs and they do it with great pleasure.

Grading.
Pupils are tested and get marks from 1 to 100 (or A, B, C, D, E, F).Failing mark is 59% and less. However, those marks do not affect the chances of children to become students of prestigious colleges or universities later on. They do not have to pass any final exams when leaving schools as there are only entrance examinations to colleges and universities.
 There is one serious problem in Japanese school - bullying. Unfortunately, there are many cases of suicides due to this ugly matter, I hope that in all schools over the world bullying stops, and everyone studies happily.

The results of the school survey:

In which country do you think education system is the best?

	
	Russia 
	Britain 
	USA
	Japan

	Form 6
	3
	5
	4
	1

	Form 7
	3
	2
	1
	-

	Form 8
	3
	5
	3
	1

	Form 9
	4
	6
	3
	3

	Form 10
	6
	4
	2
	-


Where would you prefer to get secondary education if you had a chance?

	
	Russia 
	Britain 
	USA
	Japan

	Form 6
	2
	1
	6
	2

	Form 7
	5
	-
	1
	-

	Form 8
	7
	2
	1
	-

	Form 9
	6
	6
	3
	-

	Form 10
	3
	1
	7
	-


According to the survey results we can draw the following conclusions:

· the majority of the students voted in favour of the Russian and British education systems for the following reasons: less school problems, more strict discipline, getting deeper knowledge in core subjects.

It is important to note that most students consider the British school system to be the best. Meanwhile when answering the question about choosing the country to study in students opted for Russia (with the exception of those from Forms 10 and 6- they chose the USA).

Summing up our study and survey of four systems of school education – Russian, British, American and Japanese, we have arrived at the following conclusions

1/ Our pupils demonstrated their keen interest in the burning problems of schooling and school reforming by taking an active part both in preparing the case studies and completing the survey.

2/The choice of the British school system as the best among those analyzed above seems quite natural and logical as the roots of the classical British school date back to the Middle ages or even earlier and it is the newly created educational industry in England that attracts lots of High and junior students from all over the world providing on-and off-line services. The secret of its success among our pupils is obvious – it is the cradle and the modern laboratory of the English language – the most popular language in the world.

3/The answer to the second question of the survey – where our pupils would prefer to study if they had that choice didn’t seem so obvious and to some of us turned out to be quite a surprise – most of our pupils from 7,8, 9 forms resolutely opted for Russian school in spite of all its current drawbacks known. Interestingly, we are dealing with the opinion not only of children from Russia but also from Ukraine, Mongolia, Japan, Kazahstan. They explained their choice partly by the possibility to have more free time (shorter school day and longer holidays).Although the main reason was the broader range of subjects taught at Russian schools on compulsory basis.
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